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What do you already know?
• Names
• Dates
• Places
• Ask relatives for any papers, 

photographs, etc. 



Consult Documents

• Bibles/Diaries
• School report cards/autograph 

books/funeral books, memorial cards, etc. 
• Early correspondence                           

(especially from the Old Country)
• Photographs/Family heirlooms 

(jewelry, clothing, etc.)



Start a Family Tree
• Build a family tree
• Read reviews of family tree building 

programs and websites at:  
https://www.gensoftreviews.com

• GEDCOM - acronym for Genealogical 
Data Communication (for use with 
genealogical programs such as Family 
Tree software)

• Family Tree Maker, Roots Magic, Legacy 
Family Tree, Reunion (popular)

http://www.gensoftreviews.com/


Genealogical Research
• Consult public records.
• Obtain copies of important documents.
• Look in “unlikely” places for information.
• Organize as you go.
• Create a research log.

– Text file or table
– Spreadsheet
– Portable and accessible.

• Keep notes of missing information .                   
or unusual occurrences.



Sample Research Log

For a blank template, go to: 
https://www.lisaalzo.com/publications/other-writings

Scroll down to “Blank Research Log Template” (Excel file) 

https://www.lisaalzo.com/publications/other-writings


Cite Your Sources
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https://www.evidenceexplained.com

https://www.evidenceexplained.com/


Information to Research
• Full name (including maiden names)
• Approximate dates for vital events (birth, 

death, marriage, residence, etc.)
• Locations for vital events (ask where things 

happened/understanding of "place”
• Ask about documentation for these events in 

home and family sources
• Don’t overlook siblings or friends/neighbors
• Town/village of origin (for immigrants)



Key U.S. Sources

• U.S. Federal Census records          
(1790 – 1940) and Mortality Schedules
• State Censuses (years, availability 

varies according to state)
• Immigration/Naturalization records & 

Emigration records where available
• Vital Records – Birth, Marriage, Death 

(Civil)



Big Four Websites

• Family Search (Free)
https://familysearch.org
• Ancestry.com (subscription)
https://www.ancestry.com
• MyHeritage.com (subscription)
https://www.myheritage.com
• FindMyPast (subscription)
https://www.findmypast.com

https://familysearch.org/
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.myheritage.com/
https://www.findmypast.com/


Other records
• Church records
• Civil/Criminal courts, jail records
• Cemetery/burial records/headstone       

inscription/obituaries/funeral home 
records 
• Lodge or fraternal organization burial or 

insurance records
• Newspapers/Land/Probate Records

NOT ALL RECORDS ARE 100% ACCURATE!



State and County Search
• Naturalization papers (each state differs in 

where records are held)
• Want Declaration of Intent (first papers)
• Pre-1906 county level; after 1906, could be 

county, state or federal)
• UCSIS Genealogy: 

https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy
• Search county records (property, historical 

records, newspaper clippings, etc.).

https://www.uscis.gov/genealogy


FamilySearch (LDS) 
Library Search

• Family History Library Catalog
https://familysearch.org

• Microfilm ordering no longer an option as 
of 7 September 2017

• Digital collections; some may only be 
viewed at your local Family History Center 
(FHC); logging in to their computers.

• FamilySearch Wiki 
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main
_Page

https://familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page


Research
• Takes time (results not always 

obtained right away).
• Sometimes you may NOT find 

exactly what you are looking for.
• Some information can be “lost” 

forever and unobtainable.

Like a puzzle - or a good mystery -
comes together piece by piece.



Networking: Finding Others 
• Genealogical and historical societies 
• Queries in Genealogical publications
• Online Message Boards/Forums: 

Ancestry.com
• Social Networking sites: 

• Blogs, Facebook, Twitter

• Genealogy on Facebook List
https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy
-on-facebook-list

https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list


Professional Researchers

• Association of Professional Genealogists 
https://www.apgen.org

• Board for Certification of Genealogists
https://www.bcgcertification.org

https://www.apgen.org/
https://www.bcgcertification.org/


Online Research
• Genealogical research on the computer via the 

Internet (World Wide Web) has greatly helped to 
streamline the process.

• More and more information is becoming 
accessible/available on-line (from the comfort of your 
home).

• Excellent tool for sending and obtaining information 
instantaneously; connecting with others doing similar 
research.

• Millions of genealogy-related websites.



“Eighth Step:” Online Research

• Information obtained 
from comfort of home 
(own computer)

• Quick and easy access
• Many different sites and 

searching options
• Networking:  Can easily 

find others performing 
similar research (and 
sometimes even family 
connections!)

• Too many sites? - where 
to look?

• Need to know what you 
are looking for 

• Free vs. “pay for access”
• Need to verify information 

(not “gospel”)
• At risk if putting too much 

personal information out 
on the Web

Pros Cons



Traditional vs. Online Research

• Computers and the Internet have given 
genealogists powerful new tools for research.

• Creates new challenges.
• Genealogy in the 21st century no longer 

either/or but “both.”
• Using a combination of traditional and computer-

based research most effective combination for 
finding the information you desire.



Genealogy on the Internet:
Words of Caution...

• Using the Internet does not replace traditional 
research (most records not yet online).

• Helps you build the foundation to begin your 
search; supplement documents and other 
sources.

• Several key sources must be found in places 
other than the Internet.

You cannot complete your entire
genealogy using only online resources



Research:  Dynamic Process
• True genealogists recognize that it is a 

lifetime hobby (never really done).
• Utilizing all available resources. 

(traditional and computer-based) is the 
key to success.

• Keep going:  the more you find the more 
you want to research!



Summary

• Start with what you know.

• Talk to your relatives.

• Build a family tree.

• Have a plan.

• Record your results and sources.



Additional Resource
• Tracing Your Ancestors Beginner’s 

Guide: 
Internet Genealogy 
Special issue, 2014. 

https://your-genealogy-history-store-
usa.myshopify.com/collections/tracin
g-your-ancestors-series-pdf-editions

https://your-genealogy-history-store-usa.myshopify.com/collections/tracing-your-ancestors-series-pdf-editions


Research. Write. Connect.
(Online Education Site)

Lisa A. Alzo

https://www.researchwriteconnect.com

Writing and Genealogy Courses
Save $20 on any course through 31 December 2021

Coupon Code:  OASIS

https://www.researchwriteconnect.com/

